information, for, like all outlines, it offers the deadliest of reading. It is hard to believe that anywhere in the civilized world the beginning student of biology is forced to absorb such an undigested mass of material.
H. S. BURR. ASCARIS, THE BIOLOGIST'S STORY OF LIFE. By Richard Goldschmidt. Prentice-Hall, New York, 1937. ix + 390 pp. $3.25. This is an extraordinary book-one which should be read by every student of biology whether young or old, trained or untrained. One of the world's most distinguished geneticists has taken time from his research to write one of the most entertaining presentations of the living organism that is likely to be found in many a long journey.
Choosing as his model the somewhat unlovely parasite, Ascaris, this worldfamous biologist presents a beautifully readable story of how any animal lives. One reads with fascination how animals adjust to their environment, maintain their integrity, grow and develop, and reproduce their kind. Particularly valuable are the chapters which deal with inheritance. In fact, the chapters on heredity are probably the best presentation of authoritative information on the mechanism of heredity to be found anywhere outside of the technical literature. The whole book is so good that it should be required reading, for it will let everyone in on the secrets of his own life story. With mention of authorship and sponsorship, supplemented by the subtitle of the book itself, "The Bacteriological, Biochemical, and Immunological Characters and Activities of Diplococcus pneumoniae," there is little more that can be said. To add that something over 600 of the pages are devoted to a critical review of all published material, wherein the accumulated observations on all phases of the pneumococcus are evaluated with judgment upon the basis of long experience with this organism; that an additional 40 pages present a discussion of pertinent technics; and that a final 100 pages of text serve to list (with title) 1593 references to work dealing with the pneumococcus sufficiently describes the scope of the text.
To the late Doctor White and to his collaborators must be accorded recognition for having done for the pneumococcus what the increasing complexity of bacteriological and immunological science is making imperative for many of the organisms now assigned a role in infectious disease. This text may well serve as an example.
GEO. H. SMITH.
